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Turrg 15, for & day or two, & lall in the news markets
People await events with apxiety, but, we trust, with-
out undue deplession, for we are now at the most trying
point of our history. As sall felt, the first few months
of 1862 are the most trying, They have been pregnant
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ARNS AND OTHER THING?.—There are—1thcre werc—
or at least there ought to have been, a suffi ieat number
of good muskets and bayopets io the several U. S. Ar-
mfries South, in the State armorics. « d among the
pecple, all public arms, to bave put good wenpous in the
baods of eight huudred tbousand wen, sud yod with
four bundred infantry regiments, numbering net more
than three hundred snd fity thousard mep, the several
States and the Conlederssy, wre pushed for arms.

Why is this? The arms a‘e semewhere, aud they
ought to be brought cut. If A lasa pubiic weapon
and does pot bimself use it, le* him give it to B, er
somebody clse who will.  ‘There are bands all through
the Confederacy stretehed cut to grasp ell the good
arms in the country. Iuferior as we are to the Norik-
era Union in mere numbers, we bave, and we will have

| o lacks of good aad true men to fil our ravks, but for

these men we want, if not the bogt weapons, at least
the best the country can giv', the beat she has to give,
and from thig it follows that eny men having in bis
possession any public arm which he does pot promptly
retarn, uolies Le belds it for some military purpose au-
thorized by law, apart from the-disbonesty of retaiving
what ‘s not Lis own, is guil'y of aiding and abettiog
the eprmy, by weskening our cavse 10 the extemt at
lrust of thgeoldier whom be kecps out of tie field, for
wunt of the arms with which he ought to be equipped.
Alter arms the great necessity is powder. To make
that requires three ingredients, nitre, charcoal and sul
phur. At first it was thought that sulpbur was the
creant diffi-ulty, but it turned cutas we stated in ap
article upon the subject thkat the amount ol su'phur
among the sngar plsoters, or their factors, was ample
for all military purpescs, epart from all otber sources of
Charcenl cap, of eourse, be obtained in any
Niire is vow tie dificalty. It is preduced
naturally in caves in warm climates, mostly in India

supply.

llmtunt}‘.

somewhat in the -caves in our owa Scu'hern States,
but not in suffiveat amount. Io North Germany.
Rcandanavia, and perbaps elsewhere, it is made in beds
compested ina ertaio way, and teken in payment
of public taxes at & stipulated rate.  But to get s ninre
bed is good prodecirg order, requires at least o year
and & bull or two yeers, so that these sheu'd be made
at onee.  There is no time to be lust.  In the meantime
all the ealtpetre in the bauds of private individuals
ought to be given freely 1o the goverument, or at least
sold at a very modrrate price.  As to the composition o
nitre beds, we will take it as un especisl fuvour, il Dr,
Fanmors will be so kind as to furnish ws with a simple
formula, which we will publish, and keep etanding fcr
the direction of our people. We feel assared that the
Doeter will de so at en early day.

Tne Richmond Enquirer of Tuesday morning, bas a

| long piece about the fight at Roznoke Island, in which
| & zreat deal is said about General Wise and General

Wise's Legion. New this is all flummery. The only
orders that Col. Shaw got from Geperal Wise were

obeyed. Of the much talked of Wis: Legion enly
three hundred men were engaged in the main fight, Ol

the ergincering on the island, none wus done by North
(Carolinians.  'I'be work at which the stand was made
wa,, a8 we learn, planned by a Virginiun—Lieut. Sel-
—a eood and true and brave man, who bas sealed
Such artieles as that

den
his devotien with Lis life's blood.
which forms the leader of the Enguirer of the 25th, are
wrone, foolish, and calealated to do much barm. We
dislike to talk so about a cetemporary which we res-
pect go highly, but the fact is so, and is so felt.

Gur gallant volunteers in this vicimty are coming
forward in the noblist manner to re-eplist for the war.
From all the indications the per centage in all our regi-
ments who will not re-enter will be small.  The Ordi-
nance, as passd by the Convention, is received with
much faveur by the voluntecrs, but the Ordivance eri-
ginally reported by the Military Committee of that bo-
dy would have spoil-d eyerything.

WE nave board any pumber of reports reflecting up-
on the courage and fidelity of Col. Bhaw, the command-

(er of the 8th Regiment N. C. Troops, and sevior ¢fficer

We bave endeavoured to find cut
the truth abieot this maller, and, 20 far ar we can find,
We
are beund to believe that this is done umintentionallys
We

on Roancke Islend.
these reporis do Col. Sbaw the gravest irjustice.
the au-

but it is poue the less an inillslfc{:‘ have

tbority of those who saw Col. Shew durimg the whole

fizlit—whese prsition gave tham cpportunities of ob-
scrvatior, and whose courage and fidelity vo ewc in this
section will question, te the fact that Col. Shaw bore
bimscil as a brave and trae man,—as brave and truea
mun 48 there wes on the isiand. I Le failel in milita-
ry knowledge, be did so in common with maoy other
men appointed from eivil life. He was pot a military
engineer, eod cannot be Lheld responsibile for any delect
in our ficld works or other delensive arrungemente. In
truth, €ven on the day of battle he was acting under
orders from General Wise.

We ARE indcbted to the coartesy of Rabert Strange,

alone can give. DBy Xt 1
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Goop yor Brapes '—We had the pleasure yesterday
of secing Capiain Julin A. Richardson, commuander of
the « Bladen Artillery,” now 1o serviee at Confederate
Poiut, and t r pleazure of hearing from him,
tha COMpPUnY, en m rank nnd file, without an
exceplion Wl eatered for the war,  With this spirit
abroad, wbo shall despair of ultimate success The

I."., and fine

The ball of re-enlistment is fairly

Bladen Artillery is o locking, as well as a
I alriotie ¢ '”F“.n“_‘l-.

;.‘T»,'|I".ti’ Lere :-"(l \'.'J.i ’h { i'l I'“l..!,.".

Tne followiwg are the companivs of the 28thRegi-
ment that huve already re-entered for the war:—Com-
papics B, U, D, K, G, snd K, commanded respectively
by Captuins Edwards, Lowe, Montgomery, Barringer,
Martin and Moody. Two otler companics are, we
learn in pProcess of re-organization, und will IPI‘U‘U&}[)I}'

complete their mrangements this evening,
. L .
We nnderstend that the

regiment is to receive the
compliment of i

agerenude this ovening after dress ps.
rade.

WE uAD tu¢ pleasure. yisterday, of meeting and
ereeting Lieut. Col. Price, Licut. Townshend and other
Col. Price,
e soiry to say, locks worsted ; like a brave man
‘pirit disaster bas preyed, but without weal-

u 1o 1le cause, - The younger officer
look well, end sre, no doubt, ready to go into the field
All speak highly

of the way in which Major Hill worked his battery.—
That was the only batiery ergaged with the enemy’s
gun-boats, and, with its emall armement, it hkeld them
well at bay. The fault of cur defensive arrangements
was, that none of cur batterics swept eitber of the two
Southern landings. An attempt made to land withio
ravge of Major Hill’s battery, was promptly repulsed
by & shower of grape. Who was to blame? Wko lo-
cated the batteries? Not Col. Shaw.

Daily Journal, 27th wit.

ricnds, paroled prisoners frem Roancke.
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[5sq), for the fullowing copy of an ordinance passed by
the State Convention, wiich may I of some ivterest
to the people of this town,—and of other towus on our

AN ORDINANCE
CosvERRING O8N THR CoMMISSIONERS of THE Tows ¢ ¢ WiL-

MINGTON AND OTHER ‘TOWNS, CEERTAIN POWERS FOIR THE

DEFEMCE THEHREOQ®,

Bt ordawnerd, &eo., That the Commissioners of the town
of Wilmivgton shaill Lhave power to place obstructions in the
river, and to erect, or to eomplete if already io process of
erection, an wolk or works, ugen or at the meuth of the
Cape Fear River, or around, near or within ths said town,
which they may deem unecessary lor the defence thereof,
and al=o. for the like purposge fo purchase cavnon, powder.
ball apd other munitions « f war. Prooided, that the raid
obstructions are placed in the river with the consent of the
Confederate cflicer in cc mmand.

rEC. 2. Be u further ordaired, That to meet the expens-
es, &c., the Commissioners ehall have power to borrew mo-
uey and to lay tox+s, &c.

rEC J. De o further ordained, That whenever the com-
manding ctlicer shall certity that 1he expeeses incurred hy
the Commissioners under this ordinunce, were necessary tor
the State defense, the rame shall be a charge upon the pub-
P!ic treasury. Provided, that application shall have first

heen made to the Uonfederate Goveroment, and they snall
have failed to assume the payment of the same six months
after eaid application.

£rc. 4. 1 hat the provisions of this ordinance be extended
to the Commissioners of the towns of Newbern and Wash-
ingion, or auy other towns that may make the same appli-
cation under similar circomstances.

Ey the Presldent of the Confederate Statis of
Amexlon,
A PROCLAMATION,

W hereas, Ths Corgress of the Confedcrata States has
by law vested in the President the power to suspend the
writ ot rabeas corpus in cities in danger of an attack by the
enemy : .

Now, therefore, 1, JEFFERSON DAVIS, President of
the Confederate States of America, do hereby proclaim
that martial law is extended over the cities of Ncrfolk and
Portemouth and the surronnding country to the distarce of
ten miles Irom said cities, and all civil jorisdiction and the
privilege of the writ of haleas corpus are hereby decared
to be suspended with the jimits aforesaid.

This proclsmation will remain in force until otherwise

ordered. -

e il In-faith whereof, I have hereunto set miy hand

! SEAL. } and seal, at the City of Richmond, on this twenty
geventh day of February, in the year of our Lord

one thousand eight hundred and rixty-two.

[Sigued,] JEFFERSON DAVIA.

Pty

ATTTENTION !
Thiriy=First Regiment North Carolina Troopa.

Officers rnd privatea belonging to the 3lst Regiment
North Carclina Troops, who are on furlough. er who have
e<caped from Roanoke Island, will report to me - the 3cd

day i March next, st Lumberton, N. C.
By order of Meaj. Gen. Benj. Huger.

C. GODWIN,
Capt. Commandiug Co. A.,

31st Reg't N. C. T,

Lumberton, N. C., Feb. 25, 1862,

N. B.—All cfficers and privates im Wake, Orange, Harnett
and rther Counties convenient, will report to Lieut. Bryant,
at Raleigh, on the 2d day of March next, prepared to take
the cars en roule for Lumberton. . G., Capt.

Tue Sisters oF Mxrcy gratefully acknowledge the
receipt of one bundred dollars, from Messrs. Furron &
Pricg, of the Wilmington Journal, being tbe amount
collected by these gentlemen to reinburse the Sisters for
the losses which sustained by the late conflagra-

FOR THF JOUBRNAL.

THE ENEMY OcCt UPY NASHVILLE.
RiceyMoxD, Va . Feb 2°th, 1862,

The Lrrchbarg Reputlican has a special dispa ch dated
Bristol, Tennessee. tn.d 'y, stating that the enemy occupied
Nashville on Funday last.
The Corfedarates taken prisoners at Fort Depelson num-
bar about 7.000 ; killed 500, and wounded 1,200,
The evemy sdmitea luss of { ¢m 6.0°0to 10.060 ki'led a2d
wontded on their side.
Gen. Floyd saved all of his command except the 2'ta
Mississippi and Guy and Jackson's batteries,—they are pri-
BOLErs.

CONGRESS,
RicsMoxp, Va., Feb. 28, 1862,

Copgress proceedivgs, to-day, »nre unimportant.

The President las not yet sent iv his cabinet appoint-

ments. ThLe opinion pievails in well ipfirmed eircles that

an entire re cast of the cabinet will be made. Strong cut-
side pressaore favor To mb: for the Secretary of War. It

ia believed to b e the esrvert desire of the Preiident to di-

vide the eabinet appointinents among the mast preminent

and capable of former political parties. "

Edwin H. Frving, of Yenncesce, has heen mentioned a8

probably to be tende:ed a place.

The following cast ¢f ths cabipet is generslly reported:

Berjamin, Fecretary of State,

Lee, Seeretary of War,

H. V. Johnson, Attorney General

Memminger, Secrétary of the Treasnry.

Hepry, of Keptucky, Post Master General,

Rundolph, of Virginia, 8ecretury of the Navy.

CONFEDERATE CONGRESS,
FicnMonp, Va., Feh, 27th, 1862,

The Senate has confirmed A, P, Hil' and J. J. Pettigrew,
both from Negth Caroling, as Brigadier Generals, -

A recolution has uvan‘mouszly passed the Bepate to enter-
tain no peace propositicns excludicg any portion ot the soil
of the Confederate Stites, spd deciaring that the war will
be ¢ont nued until the enemy is expelisd from the Confede-
rary.

i the Huvee, Mr, Miles, chairman of the military com-
vep!rted a bill ereating the office of Commanding
Geveral in the Coufederate pruy dming the war.

I h» indications are strony that the bill will pass.

ing ite adaption, the Hoose wert into secret segsion.

MALNIAL LAW DECLARED IN VIRGINIA,
BicoMern, Va., Jun. 27th, 1862,
sidunt Davis has issued his proclamation decluring

Martia!l Law in Norfolk, Portsmouth and the surrouuding

country

It is undor=toon that Congress, to-day, passed an act an-

thoriz tp the susprnsion of the hebeas corpus, in cer'sin

cascs,

FROM 1H RORTH—ARRIVAL OF A FLAG OF TRUCE
—THE AKMY IN Tiik WEST—UOINGS AT WARH.
INGTON—SEIRMISE NEAR OCCOQUAN—GREAT
FIRE IN BOSTON—EFFECTS OF THE 8YOBM, ac.
NonrroLg, Feh. 27.—Tle flag of truce to-day from Fortresa

Meurce bripgs Northern papers of yesterday.

Fixty passengers, privcipally women and children, came

up in the fiag of truce hoat.

The New York Herald advances the opinion that s great

battle will soen occur near Nashville,

The Confederate troops were actively engaged at Colum-

bus on Monday, for an importsnt movement. A flag of

truce bad been seut from Columbas by the Copfederates to
the Federal gunhoals. Some of the Bouthern officers went
on bosrd avd had a consultation fur two houwrs with the

The squadroen then left,

Presidect Lincoin sigred, on Tuesday, tha Treasury Note

'] for two Lundred milijons. The fifty miliions previously

~sued will be recognizad as a legal tender.

A bill passed the House on Tusaday, prelubiting all mili-

tary officers froem restorisg fagitives from service ; 1Lus vir-

tuaily repealing the fogitive slave law.

A resolution was also zdopted, instrocting the Commit-

tee of Wais and Meansto inguoire iute the expediercy of

imj osing an export duty of three cents per pouud on cot
ton, ard that vo eotton shall be sent away until the tax is
pail.
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Federal uliicers.

main there until kis Llood eools,

vrw Yous, Feb, 25.—Mgore corfidence is {elt in the eot-
tw frade. XHiddl Uplands are guoted at from 22 to 43
¢ :uts per pound.

LiveEsrooL, Meb, 7.—The stock of Amaerican cotron at
The qnantity of cottcn at sea
at the present Lme [rom America jsnot asiigle bale, while
a’ this date lust;year there were 310,009 bales.

New Yorg, Feb. 25.—"The North Star arrived to-day from
Aspinwall, and she bripgs $759,000 in specie,

The iatelligence

e
Al gt

Loverpool is 204,570 bales,

fivm the South Pacitic cosst antuounces

There is a
strong feeling egeitst the Spunich Government bocause it

that pesce reizns hrom Feuzdor to Uroguay.

has threetened to recorguer oil bor former provinees.

The Livcoln Goverunen® has tuhen military po-gession of
ali telegraph Lines in the United States,

A skirmisi cetuarred on Tuesday near the Qcce-gnan, be-
tween a body of Texo: Rangers ind Federal troops.  Seve-
ral of the latter were Solod and wounded.

The nominai.ng of General Winfie!d Scott as sn additiod-
al envoy extraoedivary, has not been geled on,

Boston, Feb. 20.—A moest deastrons tire oceurred Liere
to-day Curicg a furious storm of suow and hail. Apisimense
amount of property wes destroted, snd many buildings, in-
cluding the Exchunge Hotel were desiroyed. The loss is
estimmared at §570,000. Tbe grest tower of the Catholic
Church, in Fast Boston, was biown down doring the same
ni:ht, demolishiog the siwaler tower. Two thousand bales
of cotion and eighty thousaid bush-ls of corn and cals

wore among the goods destroy ed.

A tesrific sterm raged thronghont the North en Monday,
causing great destruciion to property in New York and
Brocklyn., Puildiogs and sleeples were blowun down, ghijp-
ping damaged, apd grest igjery cmused to buidings in
Washingten, Baltimnre, and viber eities.

Bousroxn, Feh, 25, —The ship Gretto, trom Harre, two
brigs, and three schooners, are sehore in Murihia's Vineyard
Sound. The sea is breaking over thenn

Another new gui-boeat bus been finished and had arrived
at New Yok,

Four gue-hieats lelt New York on Saturdar for Key Weat.

The New Yurk Heraldl warns the Federal Congreas that
this 18 po time (¢ ailow the mport ol loreign gouds to in-
crease, and says that in u few montlis the exports of food
to Furope way cessge: and i colton 8 not ready to take
their place, the deficioncy will have to be supplied by gold,

FURTHER FROM THE NORTH,
Nerrvork, Va,, Feb, 25th, 1862,

The Federal steamer EXpressis reported a8 havicg been
lost on the Eastern shore of Vigivia duting the gale of the
24th inst.

Tge steamer Hohoken, engaged in laying the telegraph
cabie scross the Bay, is ashore at Cape Henry, and is going
to picces, The crew were saved by the steamer Spaalding.

The attempt to lay the telegraph eable scross Chesupease
Bay is a failure. The baif laid end is buried up and the
baiance lost,

Tle F;tle ral guohogt Forbes is ashere at Nag's Head.
One 8%ip, foar brigs auzd two schooners are ashore at

Helmes” Hole,

The Paris correspendent of the New York Herald, under
date of Feb. Tth, says that the distress 8t Kouen aud Lyons
is 80 great anonkg the puerters, that gerious fears are enter-
tained of disturbances. Many mills have stopped for want
of cotten, "snd miany thonsands are out of employment,—
I'he correspon.ent says that nuniess the Emperor interferes
in the American qearrel they must starve, and that unless
GGen. MeClellun rpeedily styikes a blew, the Washington
government will be exposed te a pressure from France,
and perbaps England. ‘The‘peopie of France are losing
copfidence in the Northerngovernoment to put down the rev-
olation, and the cry for help from the mapufactoricg de-
pota will soon be heard and heeded by the Imperial govern-
ment.

New Yozg, Feb. 26 — There is a epasm iu the money mar-
ket, and bankers are lending all their money at seven per
cent. Enquiries fur Federal and staie Stocks are active.—
Missouri and Ternessee are lower. The leading R.ilroad
shares are lower., Virginia sixes 64, North Carclina 72.

[sEc- ND pIsPaTCH.]

STILL FURTHER riOM THY NOwTH AND WEST—
THENEW YORK HERALD BLUSTERING—THE FED¥-
RAL SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY UNEASY,
&e., &c.

Norroix, Vi., Feb. 23th, 1862,
Northern papers of the 3iTth inst. have been receivad.
There were no movements on the 26th of the Army of
the Potcmac.
s7. Lotis, Feb. 26.—A diepatch from Fort Donelson says
that & boat just from Cinrksville reports the evacuatisn of

Nashville, and that the Governor had burned sll the State

documents and retrcated to Murfreesboro’. Gen. Graot

Lkad declared martial law over Westera Tennescee.
Cuicaco, Feb. 23th.—It is reported that theConfederates

will make = stand at Colambus, Rasdolph and Memphis.—
Forces are concentrating at Memphis, and the streets have
been barricaded with cotton bales. The reports of the pa-
cification of Tennessee are denied. The Governor had made
a patriotic and spirited war speech. The mortar fleet is
finished. o

New Yorg, Feb. 27.—The cotton market shows more tone
an! stability. Sales of 1,000 bales at 23 cents for middling
upiand. The Herald says that in a very short time we will
be in possession of two millions of bales, captured at Ba-
vannab, Charleston, Memphis, #c¢., and that we will be able
to send Europe her usual gnpply for the year, and then the
price will decline to the usual figures.

\/asaisaroN, Feb. 26.—The Committee of Ways and
Means are laboring at the tax bill. Its principal features
are unknown.

Secretary

- Chase says that the actnal payments average
 one mﬂlionmdnmrwdq:ot,md t&u.mnlhn

~ BY TELEGRAPH. |i

The New York Ferald says that Geueral Tilghman has |
been sent to the [insis pesitentiacy et Alton, and to re- |

largely aceumulate. seriovs trouble and dietress.
u':nt is nrguﬁ,'n quised of the upsatisfied requisitions
of severa] debts, swpuunting to twenty six millions snd &
half. The flosting debt exceeds forty millions of dollars,
for which certificates of debtare to be ‘seued. y
A general barkrupt hill will be reported at an early day
ESCAPE OF GEN. G}O. B. JOHNSON—DASHING FEAT
OF CAPT. MUORGAN, &ec. ;

' AvGusta, GEo., Feb. 28, 1862.
The Atlsnta Confedsrsey of this morning says that Gen,
(Genrge Bushwoed Johuson bad escaped from Fort Donelson
and arrived at Murfreesboro’ on Scoday.
Heavy rains en the roads from Na:
damaged the bridges. = ) -
Thezbridga ovef Rock river fell with the train, killing
Lie®t. Col. Johneon and weundieg meveral others.
Capt. Joha W, Mcrgan dashed into-Nashville on Menday,
and captured twenty-five Federsls.

brille bad gready

: Frem the Memphis Appeal i
TEE BATTLES - T FORT DUNELSON —GEN. Fii=-
LOW's REPORT! _ .
Mewpuis, February 29, ]:?6.2.

Epiters ArpeaL :—'here is so much anxiely felt
by the country, so much misapprehension n the pupilc
mind 23 1o the rvsuits of the battles fought st Fort
Donelson, and se moch excitement among the fiie.ds
«nd relatives of those surrendered, thut I deem it proper
to lay before the public my official report of the several
couflicts. This | am aware is irregular, aod in viola-
tion of the useges of the governm-nt, but fecl that the
extraordinary circumstances of the case justily a de-
parture frem usage 80 lar 45 to publ.sh the report, pot
doubting but that the government wiil appreve of the
motive which induees its pablication. )

Gip. J. Piuuow, Brigadier-Gencral.
Corvupia. Texy . Febinary 18, 1562,
Capt. Clarance Derrick, Assistant Adjutant-Gen.ral:

On the sth imst. Gen. A. 5. Johnston ordered me to pro-
cesd to Foit Doneison and take commund of that post.
On the 9ihinst. | arrived st that place. Indevsiiing t e
cperations of the forces under my commandat Fort Donel-
SOR, it is proper te state the eoucizion of that work, and
of the jorces constilnting 1ts garrisor, When 1 arrived I
found the work on the 1iver haitery usfioished and whel'y
tco weak to resist the force of heavy artillery. 1 fouud a
ten-inch columbind ond thitty-two pPeund rifle gun had not
been mounted. D-ep gloom was hasging over the com-
mand, aud the troops were sreatly depressed gud denora-
lized by the circomstances attending the suirender of Fort

attenlion wes given to the peeessity of strengthening this
work, aod mountit g the twe heavy guns, aod to tho con-
strustion of defermive wourks to protect the rear of the river
huttery., 1 imperted to the work, ail the energy which it
was poessible to de, laboring duy and night with the whole
command. The battery w=s without a8 coimpetent number
ot ar:ilerists, arf these that were there, were not well G-
struct:d in the uze of their cuns. To provide for this want
| placed the srtillery companies under active coutse of in-
structien is tke use of their guns, | detziled Capt. os=
with bis eompany of artillerists to the commard of one of
the river batteries. These heavy guns being mounted and
provision made for werking them, zod a proper supp!y of
ammunition baving been procured by my orders frem Nash-
ville, | felt myself preparad %o test the effect of the fire «f
the heavy metal against the enemy’s gunboats, though the
work was in need of more heavy preces.

The sarmament of the batteries consisted of eight 32-
po-nders, three 32-pound carronades, one 11-inch columbi-
ad, and ene rifle gun of 32-pound caliver. The gelection of
the nite for the work was sn apfortunaste cune. While its
command of the river was faverable, the sile was com-
mended by the heighits above and below on tke river, and
by & coniinucus rul ge of bilis sll arcupd the work toiis
rear. :

A field-work of very contracted dimensicns Lad lesn
conatrusted for the garrison to pretect the bavtery, hat this
ficid-work was eommanded by the hilis already referred to,
snd luy opente a tire of artidiery from every directicn ex-
cept from the kills below. To gnard ageinst 1he effacts ot
lire of artillery from these Leighis a {ine of deiense woirks
cupsisting of nifle pits aud abattis for infantry, detaehed on
our right, but contisuous oo cur left, with defenses {or cur
light artillery, were laid off’ by Maj. Gi'tuer—Engineer ol
Gen. A. . Johnston's stafl] but on dury wi'l me at the post
—around the rear of the vattery and on the heights from
which artillery could rearh our battery and ioner flield work,
evveloping the inne: work aund the town of Dover, where
our principalsupplics of quarter and commissary stores
were in deposit.

These works, pushed with the utmest possible energy,
were nut quite cempleted, por my troops ell in position,
though neurly so when Brigz. Gen. Ployd. my seuior efficer,
reschzd that stetion. The works were laid off with jadg-
ment and skill by Mgj. Gi'mer, were wellexecuted, and de-
signed for the defense of the rear of the work, the only
oljection being to the length of ibe line, which, however,
trom the surrcundings, was vnavoidable. The length of the
hine, aud the inadequacy of the foree for its defense, was a
source of embarrassment throughout the struggle which
| subsequently ensocd in the defense of the position.

1 bad placed Brig. Gen, Buckuer in command of ths right
wing, and Brig Gen. Jobnsen in command of the left. By
extraordinary efiorts we had burely got the works in a de-
feusible conditicn when tne enemy made an advavee in
force around aud agani=t the cntire lice of outer woiks

THE BATTLE OF THE TRENCHES.
| The first assault was comzieuced by the encmy's artillery
ngaiust the centre of ou- leit wing, which was promptly re-
{ spunded to by Capt. Gieen's battery of rield artiliery. af-
| ter saeveral bours of firing belween the ait llery of tha tao
armies, the enems'a infaut:y advanced to the conflict =il
slong the “ne, which was kep: up and increzsed in volume
frem one end of the line to the other for several hours, when
at l«si the enemy made a vigorous assault against ths right
| @1 our left wirg, the pesitios assaulted being a hight com-
manded by Col. Heiman, aud defended by his brigade, ¢on-
sisting of the 1Gth Tennessee, under commuend of Lieunt.
ol el veek, Col. Voorhies' Ternessee, Col. Haghey’
Alubama, and o', Head’s Tenpessee reciments of volua-
tecr=, and Capt. dacey’s field battery.

1 his wssauit was vigorously made, and the pos=ition as
vigorussly defended, sod re wited 1 the repulse of the enc-
my here ard everswhore around the line. The result of
the day’s work pretry well tested the strength of our de-
fensive sine, and established, beyound gnestion, the gallentry
| ol the entire comniend, all of whom 1o ght well ut every
portion of the line. The less sustaived by our forces in
this eugupgement was not large, our wen being most'y un-

yuite 2 number killed ond wounded, but ewing to the con-
tinued fighting wkieh fuliowed, it was impossitde to get any
efficial report of the ca-ualties of the day. On the same
duy vir batzery om (he river was epgaged with ene of the
enemy s gunboa's, which ocensioned guite a lively cannon-
adirg for more then an bouwr, in which the gailant Captan
Dixon,'of the Fogineer corps, whie killed instert!y at tle
battery. This oflicer hed bisn on 4ty for sore months at
f the post, and had shewd grest energy and pre’essionar
skill ; and, by his gallaut bearing on that -o¢casion, while
directing the operatinus of the day undar my crders, hed
justiy earned for bimeelf high' distiselien  His de (b wara
[ serions loss Lo 1he service, and was a eource of no Litie em-
| barrassment iu oor after oparations.
0o the Z2Ath we had quet, but we saw the smoieof a

helow, We also received inliabie infermation of ke arrival
of a large number of froeh troups, greatly inereasing the
streng.a o the uﬂnk:j"s iorces, elresdy =aid Lo ke fon
20,000 to 30,674 strong.

THE BATTLE WITH THE GUSNBUATS,

On the 13th these reinforcameauts were sern sdvancing to
their positionin the line of investment ; and. while this was
being dope, rix ol the esewmy’s won-cased gunboals were
scen advancing up the river, five of which wrre abreast
and in line of batie, aod the sixth acme distance to the resr.
When the gunbeats arrived within a mile sud a halt ot the
fort, they opeaad fire on the hattaries. My orders to the
offise:s, Capis. Shuster and Stankovitch, who ccmmanded
the lower batlery, of eight guns, and Capt Ross, the npper
battery, of feur guus, were to hald their fire uotl the
enemy’'s guuhiouats ghonld come within point blank range.
This they did, thongh the ordeal of holding their fire while
the eneruy’s shot and shell fell thick &r.uand their pesition,
was a severe restraiot upon their patrietic impu'ses. But,
pvevertheless, our batteries made no respons=e till the gun-
bosats got within ramge of their guers. QOur enlire line of
batteries then opened fire. ‘The gune of both parties were
well served. The eneny cons'antly advancing, daliveving
direct fire agmiust our batteriss from his lins of five gun-
boats ; while the sixih boat, moviogup in the rear. kept tha
a.r tilled with shelis, which fell thick and close all arou d
the position of our batteries. The fight continned, th2ecemy
steadily advancing slowly up the river, and the shot and
she!l from fifteen beavy rifled guns, tearing up var parapets
and plonging deep in'e the earth aronnd and over our
batteries for pearly twe boura, and ustil b's boats had
reached within the distance of one hundred and [ ft: yards of
our batteries. Hauving ceme in such close ceonflet, I could
distinctly seo the effects of eur shot upon his iren-cased
boati. We had given iwo or thise well-directed shots
from enr heavy guns to one of his boats, when she iustant-
iy shrunk back asd drifted heipless below the line. Several
shot struck anctber bosat, tearing hier iron case and making
her tmbers crack, and aplintering them ss by a stroke of
lightning, when the two fell back. Then a third received
several shocks, making har metal ring and timbers crack,
when the whole line gave way and fell rapidly back from
our fire uotil they passed out of range. Thus ended the
firet severe and close conflict of our heavy guns snd the
enemy’s gunboats, lesting their strength and the pewer of
heavy guus to resist *hem. The shot from eur 32-pound
guns produced but little efizct ; they struck snd rebound-
vd, apparently deicg but little damage: but I am satisfied
frcm close obzervation that the timbers of the framework
did not, and could not, withstand the shock from the 10 ineh
colombiad or32-pound rifl:d guns. These gunboats never
renewed the attack. 1learn from citizens living on the
river below that ome of tbe injured boats was sunk, and
that others bad 1o be towed to Cairo. This informeation
may or may not be true, but;"it is certain that all of the
boats were repuleed and driven back after a most vigorons
and determined attack. and that two of the boats were Lad-
ly damaged, and thata third was moveor less ipjared.

It is difficoit to estimate the galiant bearing sud heroic
conduet of the cficers and men of our batterics, who so
well and so persistenily fought our guns until tle enemy’s
determined advanee brought his boats and guns into such
close and desperate corflict. Where all did their duty se
well, it is almost impossible to discriminate. The captains
alieady pamed, ar1 their lientenams, (whose pamss for
want of official re; “r*s | cannot give) ail deserve the bigh-
est commendation. '

Lieut. G. 8. Mazlin, (whose company is now at Colum-
bus, Ky., but who »as ordered to that post by Major-Gen-
eral Polk,) commanded one of the guns, and particularly
attracted my attention by his energy and the judgzment with
which he handled his zun. The wadding having given out.
he pulled off bis coal aud rammed it down as wadding, and
thus kept up the fire til! the enemy were finally repnised.

Cn the evening of thie day we raceived informatien of the
arrival of additional reisforcements of infantry, cavalry
and light artillery, by steamboat, all of which were disem-
barked a short distance Helow our position.

THE BATTLE OF DOVER.

On the 14th inst. the enemy were busy throwing his for-
ces of every arm arcund uvs, extending his lioe of iLvestment
entirely drownd our pesition, and completely enveloping us.

On the evening of this day we ascertained that the 2nemy
bad received additional reinforeements by steamboat. We

were now surrounded by an immense force, said by prison-

e e g

‘| eur troeps to t

Benry and the mauner of retiring from that place. My fiest |

der the sheiter of the rifls pite; but we, nevertheless, had |

large pumbero! gunboats and steamboats gt ashort distance |
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R Rl ectne of & maﬂ.wﬂt the certsin-
ty that pur sources of supply by the river wou'd soon Le
cut off by the enemy’s batteries placed upon the 'iver above

us.

At a courocil of the general officers, ealled by Gen. Flojy 4,
it was unanimcusly determined to give the enemy bailc
ne xt day at daylight, so as to cut open a rcute ¢f exit for
interior of the couutry, snd thus save our
army. We had knowiedge that the principal portion of the
enemy’s forces were massed in encamjment iz front of eur
extreme left, eommanding the two roads leading into the
iaterior, oue of which we must take inlea.ing our position.
| We knew that he bad massed in encampment snother large

force on the Union Ferry road, opposite the cenier of eur
'left wing, and another in front of the left of our right wing.
H s fresh arrival of troops being encamped on the bank of
the riv-r, two and a haif miles below us, from which latter
encampment & stream of fresh troops was contionally peur-
jug arvuad us on his line of inves:ment, and thkus streugth-
eniug his general ercampment on the extreme right. At
each of his encampments, and on each road he had in posi-
‘tiun a battery of field artillery, and twenvy-four pound iron
| gans on siege carriages. Between thuse. encampments on
|the roads, was a thick undergrowth of brush and black
jack, making it impossible to sdvance or maneuvre any
considerable body of trocps.

The plan of uttack agreed npon and directed by Geueral
Floyd, 10 be executed was, that with the maig body of the
forces of our left wing, I should atrack the right wing of
| the enemy, vecapyiog and restiog upon the heights reaching
to the bank of the river, accompanied by Col Forrest's
brigade ¢f cavalry ; that Brigadier Gencral Buckner. with
the forces upder his command, avd defending ihe right of
our line, shonld strike tLe ¢enemy’s encampment and forces
ou the Winn's Ferry 108&; 1hat the forces under Col. Hai-
| man, shouid hola his position, and that each command
‘ shou!d leave iu the teacles troeps to hold them.
| in this order of batile it was easy to be seen that if my
|attack was successful, and the enemy ronted, that Tus re-
|trear would be aloug bis lLine of mvestmout toward the
{ winn's Ferry road, snd th2ree toward his reserve at the

runbousts below. In other words my success would roll the
| ecemy’s force in retrest over upon Gen. Buckner, when by
his & tack in flank and rear, we could cat up the enemy and
put him completely to rout. Accordingly dispositions were
made to attack the encmy. At five o'clook A. M., of the
15th, I moved cut of my position to engage him., In less
thau one kall hour cur forces were engaged. He was pre-
’ pared to meet me in advance of his encampment, and he
| did meet me hetore 1 Lad assumed line o1 battle and while I
| was moving sgaiast him without any formation for the en-
{gagement. Fogihe fitst haif hour of the engsgement I was
[ acch embarcas.®d in getting the commund in position prop-
|erty to meet the {-e. Having extricated myselfl froiu the

position end fairly engaged Lim, we feught him for nearly
two hours beiore I made any decided advarce upon him.—
| He contested this field most etubbornly. The loss of beth
| armies at this pertion of the lield was heavy. The enemy’s
| purticularly, as I discovered by riding over tha field afler
'the battls with Gen. Floyd, The enemy having been foreed
] to yield this portion of tke lield, retired slowly toward the

Wiun's Ferry road, Buckper's point of sttaek. He ¢jd not
retreat but fell back fighting us, contesting every iuch of
ground.
] The fight was hotly aud stobbornly contested on beth
sides, and it eonsumed the day till tw+lve o’cleck 1o drive
| him back as far as the center where Gen. Buckner's com-
| mand was to flauk him. While my command was advane-
iug and slowly driving him, I was anxieusly expectirg to
Liear Gen. Buckder's command open fire in his rear, which
#ol taking place I feared some misapprehension of orders,
and came fro:mn the field of battle within the works to learn
| what was the matter. 1 there found the command of Gen.
| Buckner marsed bokind the ridge within the work taking
shelter from the ¢newy's artillery on the Winn's road, it
having been fur.ed to retire hetere the battery, as I lsaru-
ed fromn bhim. My [irce was stili slowly advancing, driving
the enemwy towarcs he battery. 1 directed General Buck-
ner immpediately to move bis commard round to the rear of
['ln: bautery, turniug its el Keeping in the hollow, and at-
tack and carry it

Eefore the muvenent w.s executed, my firce forming
iLhe nitacking party on the right with Forrest's regiment
| (eavalry), gallsutly charged the hattery, supported by a

body of wfantry, driving it and forcing the battery to retire,
taking six pieces of srtillery, four brass and twenty-four
iron gnng.  Iu jPursuing the enemy falling back from this
| pusition, Gen., Buekuei's forces beeame united with mine
[und ergaged 1he en-my in hot contest of nearly an hour
with lurge forces of fresh trfoops that had ngw met us. This
position of the enemy being carrisd by our joint forces, |
| called eff’ farther puorsuit after seven and & half heurs of
| continuous aud bloody conflict. After the troops were
‘ called off orders were immediately given to the different

commands to form gud retire to their original positions 1
the eatrenchments,

The cperations of the day had ferced the entire command
of the esemy arcuad te Bur right wing, and ie frout of Gen.
| Buckner's position in the intrenchments, and when his com-
{ mand reached his position Le found the enemy rapidly ad-

vancing 1o take possession of this portion of Lis work, He
l'ua(_l a stubborn conflict lasting oue and a half hoors to re-
| galn ity and the ememy sctually got possession of the ex-
treme riglit of Lia position, and held it so firmly that he
could pot dislodge Lima, The peaitien thus gained by the
enemy was # o=t cowmandiag one, bsing immediately in
ke rear of cur river bettery aod field work for its protec-
tion, From it he could readily torn the intrenclhed woirk
seenpied by Gen. Buckner, and attack him in reverse or
| advanee under cover ef an iotervening ridge directly upon
cur battery and fieid work. While he held this positiog it
|w.m manitest we could not hold the main work or battery.
Such was the condition of the armies at night fall after nine
bours of eonfiict on the 15th inst., io which our loss wass
severe, apd leaving rvot less than 5000 of the enemy dead
and weunded on the field. Ws left upon the field neariy sl
his wounded. because we ¢could ot remove them. We lei:
his dead usburied because we could not bury them. Euch
| conflict and courage lins perhavs pever befere cecurred
upon this continent. We took sbout 3'0 prisoners aud a
[larg> number of urins.  We had feught to open the way for
| our army and relieve us from en investment. which wonld
| necessarily reduce us and the poesilion by famine, We Lad
occupied the whole day to accomplish our object, and be
fure we could prepare to leave, atter taking ia the wound-
ed and the dead, The enemy bad thrown arcnrd us again in
the night an immeasse force of fresh troops, sani reoccupied
iis original position in the like of investment, thos again
cutting cfl car retreat. We had ouly about 12,000 troops
all to'd. € 1lies= u large proportion we had lost in the
| thiree balties.  The command hiad been iu the trenclies
night and day fur five days, exposed to the enow, mud and
[ice water witbout shelter, snd without covering avd with-
{out sleep. '
| In this condition the peneral officers held a consultation
(to determine what we should do. Gen. Buckner gave it as
| kis deeided opinion that he could not hold his position one
hall an Lour azaiust an assaolt of the enemy, and said the
enemy would attack b'm vext morning at daylight. The
| proposition then was m-de by the uonders’gned to again
light throvgh th» esemy’s live and cut our way out.  Gene-
{ ral Bockrer suid bis command was so worn out and cut to
pieces and demoralized, that he ¢ould not make another
| fight; that it would cost the command three-quarters of its
[ present numbers, to cut its way throogh, apd it was wrong
Lo sacrfice 1hree guarters of a commeand to save one-guar-
ter; that po flicer had a right to cause such 2 sacrifice. —
| Gen. Fleyd and Mej. Gilmer 1 understood to concur in this
opizion.

I then expres=ed the opinion that we counld hold out anoth-
er day, amd inthat time we could get steamboals and set
‘ the command over the river, aud probably save a large

portiona of 1. To ti's Gen. Buckner replied that the enemy
{ womld eertain'y attack him at daylight, and that he could
| vot hold his position bhalft an hour. The aiternative of the
| propositions was a surrender of their position and eowmand

ten Floyd said that he would nei her surrender the com-
mand, nor would he surrerder himse!f a prisoner. 1 had
taken the same position. Gen. Buckoper said he was satis-
fied nothing elee could he done, and that, the'el. e, he
wotld surjender, if placed in command. Gen. Floyd ssid
tiiat be would turn cver the command to him if he could be’
sllowed 1o withdraw hid command ; to this Gen. Buckuer
consented. Theoreapon Gen Floyd turned ths command
over tu me, I passing it instantly 1o Gen. Buckner, saying 1
would neither surrender the command nor myeelt a prison-
er. ldirected Col. Forrestto eut his way ont. Under
these circumetances Gen. Bucknoer aceepted the comimand,
and sent a flag of truce to the enemy for an armistice of six
hours to negotiate for terms of capitulation. Befcre this
flag and communication.was delivered 1 retired from the
garrison.

Beflore closing my report of the operations of the army
at Doneison, 1 must, in justice to the officers and forces un-
der my immediate command, ray that harder fizhting er
inore gailant conduct in officers #:d men I bave never wit-
vessed  In the absenca of official reports of brigsds and
regimental commanders, (of which I am deprived by the
civcumstances detailad in this report,) I may oot be able to
do justiee to the dillergnt corps. 1 will say howsever that
the forces under my immediate command bore themsslyes
most gallantly througheut the leng and bioody couflict.

I speak with specisl commendatien of the brigades com-
manded by Cul's Baldwin, Wharton, Mc(ausland, Simonton
aud Drake, and Captains Maney and Greeoe, who fonght
their guns under tlLe coustant and annoyisg fire of the ene-
imy's sharp-shooters, and the concentrated fire frem his
field batteries frem wlich beth commanas suffered severely.
Capt. Maney himself was wounded and had several lieute-
nants and many of his company killed and wounded ; so did
Capts. Porter and Graves. If Ishould hereafter receive the
reports of regimental and brigade commanders giving me
detailed 1nformation of the conduct and bearing of officers
and men I will make a supplemsntal report. The absence
of official reports deprives me of the means of giving lists
of the killed und wounded of the different commands. I am
satistied that io euch a series of confliets our loss was heavy.
I know what the enemy’s was, from passing over the battle-
field with Gen. Floyc in the eveniug immediately afier the
battle. His loss in killed aed wounded was terrible, ex-
ceeding avything I have ever seen or a battle field. Our
force in the field did not exceed ten .nousand men, while
from what 1 saw of the enemy’s force sad from informatien
aerived from priscne:s. we are sure he had from thirty to
forty thougand on the field. T must acknowledge my ubli-
gations to Major Gilmer, engineer, for the especial and val-
uableservices rendered me in laying off the werks, and the
enwrgy disp'ayed by him in directing their construction,
and for bis counsel and advice. I likewise acknowledge my
obl gations to Col. John C. Burch, my aid-de-camp, to
Captin Gus, A. Heory, Major Field, Lieut. Nichclson
Ineutenspt Chas. F. Martin, and Col. Brandon, my vol:
unteer aids-de-camp, to Major Hays, my assigtant com-
miseary, Mejor Joues, my assistant qrartermaster, for
the prompt mauner in which ihey executed my or-
ders under trying circumstances throughou: the long and
- continued cenflicts, and to Major Gilmer, who accompanied
!metbroug:auut the entire duy. Also to Capt. Parker, of

wy stzff, whom I sssizned 1o the command of Capt. Russ's
field battery with new recruits as guoners, and who fougl
and served them well. Col. Brandon was severely wounded
early in the action. Colonel Baldwin’s command coustituted
the front of the attacking force, sustained immediately by
Col. Wharton's. These two brigades deserve especial com-
m2ndation for the manner in which they sustained the first
shock of battle, and under circumstances of great embar-
razsment threw themselveg into position and followed up
the conflict thronghout the day.

Being mostly with these two brigades, I can speak
from persopal knowledgze of their gallant begring. I
must also ackoowledge my obligations to Brig. General
Johoston, who assisted me in command of the forces with
which I attacked the enemy, and who bore himself pal-
lantly throughout the mgmt, but baving mvuf no
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' througlL the enemy’s line of investment, and

official reports from him I cannot give detaileg
tions of his command. I bave pleasure in beip

to 87y that Col. Forrest— whose command gmﬂygdiab_[.
guished its commander as a bold and gallant legdoy o
reflected distinguish honor upon iteell— passeq fm?é}g

trust it o

ye. win ether honors in defence of our rights au:!s tthl; ul
c:<e of our country. Juzt

GID.Y. PILLOW, Briz. Gen. Q. 8, A,

il siage of President Jeflerson Davy,,
To the Senate and House of Representatives
of the Confederale Sy, .

In obedience to the covstitational provigion
the Presidest from time to time to give to the
iuformation of the state of the Conlederacy,
mend to their copsideration such measures gs e sh
! . all
judge necessary and expedient, I bave to commupjqy,
that since my méssage, at the last seszion of the fv,te
visional Congress, events have demopstrated )y lh&
Government had attempted more than it hgg pg'ﬁ
suceesslully to achieve. Hence, in the effort 1o pm,,.;r
by our arms, the whole of the territory of the Cf)n&"d-'
rate States, seaboard and inland, we bave beeg g, e;‘
poseid as recently to encounter serious disasters, Wh(.-
the Confederacy was formed, the States compogin ﬁ
were, by the peculiar character of their pursuits, gng
misplaced  confidence in their formier associates, 1, s
great cxient destitute of the meauns lfor the P“"ftc!ut?n?
of the war on 80 gigantic a scale as that which j; Ld
attaiued.  I'be worksbops and artisans were maigly y,
be lonnd in the Northern States;, and one of the {_':
duties which devolved upon this Government wast, 'U
tablish the necessary manafactories, and in the meay.
time to obtein, by purchase [rom abroad, as far gg p}ur'-.
ticable, whatever was rcquired for the publie defipee
No effort has been spared to effect hoth these ends: &'"ni
though the results bave not equalled our hopes, it js .
lieved that an irapartial jadgment will, upon foll ippe.
tigation, award to the various departments of the (j..
ernment credit for having done all which bhuman pr}w;r
and foresight enabled them to accomplish.

The valor and devotion of the people have rot gy
sustained the efforts of the Government, but have con.
lar te supply its deficiencies. -

The active state of military preparations among 1}
nations of Europe in April last, the date whery tu.
agents first went abroad, interposed unavoidable dilaye
in the procurement of arms, and the want of a navy hy.
greatly impeded
of all sorts,

I bave koped for several days to receive officia) p.
ports in relation .o our discomfiture at Roancke Istana,
snd tbe fall of Fort Douelson. They have not v
reached me, and 1 am, therelore, uzuble to communicy;
to you such information of those events and the copse
quences resuiting from them, as would enable me
make recommendations founded upon the changed ¢
dition which they have prodaced.  Enongh is known of
the surrender at Roancke Island to make us feel that
was deeply bumiliating, however imperfect may huys
been the preparations for defense. ‘I'he hope is sill e
tertaived thut our reported losses at Fort Donelson hay.
been greatly exaggerated, inasmuch, ss I am not oyly
unwilling, but unable to belicve that a large wruy of
our peaple have surrendered without a desperate eficr:
to cut-their way through iuvestiog forees, whatever may
bhave been their vumbers, and to endeavor 10 muke 4
janction with other divisions of the army. Dut in the
absence, ol that exaet information which ecan ouly e
aflorded by officiul reports, it wunld be premature 1o
pass judgraent, and my own is resceved, 18 [ trust yours
will be, until that information is received. In the mieap.
time, strenuvus efforts have been made to throw ferward
reinforcements to the armies at the positions threatene],
and I cannot doubt that the bitter disappointments we
have burne, by nerving the peaple to still greater exer.
tions, will speedily secure results more accordant with
our just expectation, and as faverable to our cause u
those which marked the earlier period of the war.

'I'be reports of the Secretaries of War and the Navs
will exhibit themass of resources tor the conduct of 1l
war which we have L 2en enabled to accumalate notwith-
standing. the very serious difliculties against which we
have contended.

They efford the cheering hope that our resources,
limited as they were at the beginoing of the eontest, wil
daring its progress, become developed to such an extont
as fully to meet our futare wants. I'lie policy of enlist
meut for short terms against which I have steadily con-
tended from the commencement of the war bas, 1o my
judgment, contributed in no immeterial degree to the
recent reverses which we have soffered and even now
render it difficult to furnish you an accurate statement
of the army. When the war first bLroke cut many of
our people could with difficulty be persuaded that it
would be long or serious.

1t was not deemed porsible thut anything so insancss
a persistent attempt tosubjugate 1hese States could be
made ; still less that the delusion would so far prevall
as to give to the war the vast praportions which it Las
assamed. ‘I'le people, incredulous of a long war, were
natarally averse 1o long enlistr ents, aud the early legisia-
tion el Coogress rendered it impracticable to obtain
volanteers for a greater period than twelve months —
Now that it bas become probable that the war will he
through a series of years, our high spirited and gallat
soldiers, while generally re-enlisting, are, frem the luct
of having entered the service for a short term, compelel
in many instances to go home to make the pecessary
arrangement for their families daring their proloaged
absence.

The quotas of new regiments for the war, called for
from the diflerent States, are in rapid progress of organ-
ization.  T'he whole body of new levies and re-enlisted
mien will probably be ready in the rauks within the next
thirty days. Bat, in the mean time, it is exceedingly
difficult to give an accurate statem=nt of the pumbi1 of
our forces in the fi-ld. They may in general terms, be
ctated at four hundred regiments of iufantry, witha
proportionate force of cavalry and artillery, the detai's
of which will be sbown by the report of the Secretary
of War. 1deem it proper to advert to the fact that
the process of furloughs and re-enlistment in progres
for the last month hed so far disorgasized aud weaken-
ed our forces as to impair our ability for successful de-
fence ; bat I beartily congratulate you that this esil,
which 1 had foreseen and was powerlegs to prevent, mey
now be gaid to be substantially at an eud, and that we
shall not again during the war be exposcd to s=eing our
strength diminished by this fruitful cause of disaster—
short enlistments,

The people of the Confederate States being princi-
pally engaged in agricultural pursnits, were unprovide!
at the commencement of hostilities with ships, ship-
yards, materials for ship building, or skilled mechanics
and seamen in sufficicut numbers to make the promp!
creation of a navy a practicable task even il the requir-
ed appropriations bad been made for the parpose. No'-
withstanding our very limited resources, however, the
report of the Secretary will exhibit to yon a satisfucto-
ry progress ia prepavation, and a certainty of early com
pletion of vessels of a number and class on which w:
may confidently rely for contesting the vaunted contre!
o! the enemy for our waters.

The financial system devited by the wizdom of your
predecessors, has proved adequate” to supplying all 1he
wants of the Government, noiwithstandiog the unexpe.-
ted and- very large increase of expenditares resulling
from the great augmentation in the necessary me:ns vl
defence. 'T'he report of the Secretary of the Tressurs
will exhibit the gratifyiog fact, that we have no floating
debt ; that the credit of the Government is unimpaired,
und that Lbe total expenditure of the Covernment fir
the year, has been, in round numbers, one hundred o0
seventy millions of dollars ; less than ope-third of t'¢
sum wasted by the enemy, in his vain effort to conqucr
us—ess than the value of a single article of exporl—
the cotton crop of the year.

The report of the Postmaster General, will zhow 1!
cogd:lmn of that Department to be sicedily improvi 2
—I1ts revenues increasing, and already affording the o
surauce that it will be self sustained at the date requr
ed by the Constitution, while affording ample facinitics
for the people. .

In the Department of Justices which inclades 1
Patent Office and Public Printing, scme legislative |1
visions will be required, which will be specifically stat
in the report of the head of that Depurtment. 1 invitc
the attention of Congress to the duty of organizing
Supreme Court of the Confederate States, in eccoil:
ance with the man late of the Conetitution.

L refer you to my message commzuicated te thie I're-
vlalunn_l Congress in November last for snch further in-
fermation touching the condition of public aflairs as it
might be nselul te lay before you; the short interio!
which bas since elapsed not having produced any ma't-
rial changes in that coudition other than those 10 which
reference bas already been made,

In conclusion, I cordially welcome represcutatives
who, recently chosen by the people, are fully imbucd
with their views and feelings, and can go ably advisen®
a8 to the needful provisions for the publi¢ service.
agsure you of my hearty co-operation in all your ¢furté
for the common welfare of the country.

JEFFERSON DAVIS.
Acknowl dgements,

The ladies of Black Rock, Brunswick ecounty Soldier$
Aid Bociety, Willglmo accept the thanks of the officer™
and members of the Branswick Double Quick’s for susdri

articles of Clothing and Bedding for said soldiers. All sut
favors will be rece::fd.
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JOBEPH GREEN, Capt, Com's:




